
Choosing the right  
Road safety program

Why road safety 
education is  
important

Despite great improvements over the past 20 years, young 
people (17-25) continue to be over represented in 
road deaths, and for every fatality there are 30 times the 
number serious injuries.

Road safety education plays a crucial role in empowering 
novice drivers and their passengers to make better 
decisions, one of the four pillars that support government 
targets of zero road deaths by 2050.



Best practice approaches to  
Road Safety Education

Approaches that don’t work 
or cause harm

Fear, shock or scare tactics with graphic 
imagery, including re-enactments

Non-interactive lectures and presentations to 
large audiences with no opportunity for peer-to-
peer learning

Single, one-off learning experiences, with 
minimal follow-up or reinforcement

High levels of intellectual and emotional 
engagement that develop cognitive and 
perceptual skills

Include a focus on the role of passengers on 
influencing driver behaviour

Build on core elements of road safety with a 
whole school curriculum approach

While all schools recognise the importance of road safety education for their 
students, finding the right program - that is, one that works - can be challenging. 

The RYDA Program’s evidence-led pedagogy has been developed over 20 
years in deep consultation with government agencies and leading psychology  
and road safety education researchers. 

Based on the evidence, here are some key elements that you should look for,  
and, importantly, what you should avoid.

If you would like to speak to the experts at Road Safety Education Limited about choosing and running the right program 
for your students, and getting the most out of the RYDA program, contact us directly on 1300 127 642,  
email info@rse.org.au or visit rse.org.au


