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Overview

Over the past 25 years, youth road fatalities in Australia and New Zealand have fallen at a significantly
faster rate than the broader population. A detailed analysis of road fatality data’ from 2000 to 2024
shows that fatalities among young people—those aged 17 to 25 in Australia and 15 to 24 in New
Zealand—have halved since 2000, while all other ages have fallen by 23%, bringing the total fall in road
fatalities to 30% between 2000 and 2024.

In 2000, youths made up 26% of all fatalities, and reached as high as 28% in 2004. In 2024, youths
comprised 19% of fatalities, with the trend since 2020 remaining below 20%.

Australia and New Zealand road fatalities 2000 to 2024
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Youths make up less than 10% of the population of Australia and New Zealand and remain
overrepresented in road trauma statistics. Despite this positive trend, more must be done to sustain and
accelerate this progress. This white paper explores the impact of road safety initiatives, the effectiveness
of youth-focused education programs like Ryda, and emerging challenges that demand attention,
including the rising risk among older drivers.

1 Source: https://www.bitre.gov.au/statistics/safety/fatal_road_crash_database and
https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/safety-road-deaths/sheet/provisional-road-deaths



https://www.bitre.gov.au/statistics/safety/fatal_road_crash_database
https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/safety-road-deaths/sheet/provisional-road-deaths

Progress in road safety across jurisdictions
Data from across Australia and New Zealand highlights consistent progress in reducing all road fatalities

across all ages, but especially in youths.

New Zealand: In 2024, New Zealand had the lowest number of road fatalities since 2014, and relative to
the population, the lowest rate since 1923. Total fatalities have fallen by 36% from a peak this century of
455 to 293 in 2024, while youth fatalities have dropped by 55%, from 137 to 62.

New South Wales: Total road fatalities have fallen by 44% (from 603 in 2000 to 340 in 2024). Youth
fatalities fell during the same period by 57% from 169 to 73.

New Zealand road fatalties 2004 to 2024 New South Wales road fatalities - 2000 to 2024
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Queensland: Road fatalities have fallen by 16% (360 to 302 in 2024), with youth fatalities declining by
51%, and now make up less than 17% of all road fatalities.

Victoria: Youths now make up less than 19% of all road fatalities, down from a high of 32%. With total
fatalities falling by 37%, youths have fallen by 57%.

Queensland road fatalities - 2000 to 2024 Victorian road user fatalties 2000 to 2024
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Western Australia: Youth fatalities have halved, while total fatalities fell by 21%.

South Australia: Youth fatalities have fallen by 75%, and at 13% of all fatalities in 2024, has the lowest
level of youth over-representation in fatalities across Australia and New Zealand.

Western Australia road fatalities - 2000 to 2024 South Australia Road Fatalities - 2000 to 2024
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Tasmania: Total fatalities have fallen by 49%, with youth fatalities declining 71%.

Northern Territory: Fatalities fell by 23%, with a 42% drop in youth fatalities.

Tasmanian road fatalties 2000 to 2024 Northern Territory road fatalties 2000 to 2024
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Australian Capital Territory: Despite an upward trend since 2020, ACT is 58% below the highest
number of fatalities (26 in 2006), with one youth fatality in 2024.

Australian Capital Territory road fatalities - 2000 to 2024
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Focusing in on drivers
Nearly half of all road user fatalities are drivers, and the vast majority of all fatal and non-fatal crashes
are caused by driver error.

Focusing on the driver fatalities by gender and age, a key target is male drivers aged 18 to 20, who have
been more than 2.6 x more likely to be fatalities than the general population, although this over-
representation fell in 2024. While male drivers remain over-presented, those aged 85 plus are now most
over-represented, relative to their share of population.

Annual 2000-2023 fatalities per 100,000 2024 fatalities per 100,000 by age and gender
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This is even more pronounced when linking driver fatalities to the number of drivers licence holders.
NSW fatalities in 2024 show that males aged 30 to 34 make up 8.7% of all NSW driver fatalities, more
than any other demographic. But, when linked to the number of active drivers licences, the most



significant spike is in older male (and to a lesser extent female) drivers, much larger than that for
younger males. While this data is limited to NSW, it is a trend reflected across all jurisdictions. Just as
more needs to be done in the sphere of youth road safety education, new programs may well be needed
for vulnerable older drivers.

NSW Driver fatalities by age and gender, 2024 2024 NSW Driver fatalities per 100,000 licence holders
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Where road fatalities occur

While some of the data is still yet to come in, and no community is free from the impacts of road trauma,
there is a clear link between the speed limit at the site of the crash. Preliminary analysis of data available
to-date shows that 2024 in Australia, vehicle occupants made up around two thirds of all fatalities, with
over half of fatalities in cars occurring on roads with a speed limit of 100km/h or higher. For vulnerable
road users (pedestrians, bicycle and motorcycle riders) most fatalities occurred on roads with speed
limits of 70km/h or lower.

% of 2024 fatalities by road user and posted speed limit
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These reflect research from Transport for NSW that indicates that in a head-on crash between two
vehicles travelling at 90km/h there is a 20% chance of survival. For pedestrians, there is a 10% chance
of survival if hit by a vehicle travelling at 50km/h.

Those living and travelling on regional and remote roads also continue to be over-represented in

fatalities. 76% of vehicle occupant fatalities, and 47% of vulnerable road user fatalities in 2024 took place
in regional and remote Australia, where less than 30% of Australians live.
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The impact of road trauma on the community
Road fatalities are just the tip of the iceberg when reviewing the impacts of poor decision-making on the
road.

For every fatality there are dozens of people injured, often with life-long consequences. And this impact
extends to family and friends, the stress road trauma places on first responders, and the broader
community. The physical, emotional and financial (in excess of $37bn) stress of road trauma is a
significant burden on Australia and New Zealand.

Poor decision-making also leads to loss of licence, with drivers aged 18-24 twice as likely to lose their
licence than other age groups, with resultant inhibitors to access to educational, employment,
healthcare, social and other opportunities, especially in regional areas.

The role of education in reducing road trauma

With every fatality being a tragedy, programs that target youth road use behaviour, such as Ryda,
Australia and New Zealand’s largest and longest running road safety education program, are a key
element in the safe system, that includes safer people, safer vehicles, safer roads and safer speeds.

Best practice road safety education focuses on positive changes in behaviour, for drivers and
passengers, and establishing a responsible approach to road use. By educating youths within their
school cohorts, those with whom they are most likely to sharing the experience as novice drivers, Ryda
creates a positive road safety culture, and establishes attitudes and behaviours that will last a lifetime.

Education is a cost-effective, early preventative to road trauma, representing a significant return on
investment compared to the relatively low cost for implementation (on average around $70 per student to
participate in Ryda). It also represents a positive investment in drivers keeping their licence, and all the
benefits such a privilege entails.

Education that can be tailored and delivered to all communities is also paramount — ensuring that those
with the greatest exposure to road trauma, those in regional and remote communities, have the same
access as their metropolitan counterparts.

Recommendations for future road safety strategies
To sustain and build on the progress achieved in reducing youth road fatalities, policymakers and
industry leaders should consider:
1. Expanding access to best-practice road safety education for all high school students to instil
lifelong safe driving habits, especially those in disadvantaged, regional and remote communities.
2. Enhancing licensing policies and enforcement to maintain strong graduated licensing
systems and deter high-risk behaviours.
3. Developing tailored interventions for older drivers, who now represent the most
overrepresented demographic in road fatalities.
4. Investing in continuous evaluation and data-driven improvements to ensure road safety
strategies remain adaptive and effective.
5. Encouraging industry and government partnerships to support community-driven education
initiatives like Ryda.

Implications and next steps

The significant decline in youth road fatalities across Australia and New Zealand is a testament to the
success of evidence-based road safety policies and education initiatives. However, the work is far from
over. Sustained investment in road safety education, alongside targeted interventions for at-risk
demographics, will be critical to ensuring that future generations continue to benefit from safer roads.

RSE and our partners remain committed to ensuring the evidence-led, best practice Ryda program is
affordable and to our existing and new communities throughout Australia and New Zealand.

As governments, educators, and industry leaders, we must remain committed to empowering young
drivers and evolving our strategies to meet emerging challenges—because every life saved is a step
closer to eliminating road trauma altogether.



